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By  Consul  General  Cieorjue  H,   Scirtmoie,  Vokoliaiiin,  February   1J<>. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  Japan  was  in  a  comparatively  prosperous 
condition  during"  1915.  Had  there  been  only  a  nominal  deniaml  for 
copper,  metal  manufactures,  and  other  articles  now  compreliended 
under  the  head  of  war  supplies,  there  can  he  no  doubt  but  that  the 
year  would  have  been  a  very  unprohtable  one.  The  prices  and  de- 
mands for  the  country's  products  (exce])tinji-  coal,  rice,  and  a  few 
other  articles)  and  for  its  ships  are  on  the  increase.  The  Ja{:»anese 
banks  are  glutted  Avith  idle  money,  interest  on  fixed  deposits  ha*  ing 
fallen  during  the  year  from  6^  to  4  per  cent,  and  among  some  of 
the  leading  Japanese  capitalists  the  opinion  prevails  that  the  Chinese 
situation  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  problem  of 
finding  fields  for  profitable  investments  of  the  growing  accunnda- 
tions  of  capital. 
New  Industries  Being  Developed. 

Shipbuilders  and  steamship  companies  have  enjoyed  unusual  pros- 
perity and,  among  industries  newly  developed,  with  jn-ospects  of 
success,  there  may  be  mentioned  the  manufacture  of  artificial  indigo, 
fluid  gold,  fluid  silver,  and  fluid  platinum  (heretofore  obtained 
solely  from  Germany),  plate  glass,  various  colors  and  dyes,  rubber 
goods,  dry  plates,  sensitized  films,  and  some  chemicals.  Other  estab- 
lished lines  have,  of  course,  received  stimulus,  but  all  of  these  com- 
bined have  not  sufficed  to  relieve  the  excess  of  funds  seeking  in- 
vestment. 

Industries  dependent  upon  supplies  of  iron  and  steel  and  certain 
tools  and  machinery  are  suffering  in  consequence  of  the  country's 
lack  of  mines  producing  the  raw  material. 

The  Raw  Silk,  Tea,  and  Rice  Trades — American  Oil. 

The  raw  silk  trade  was  in  a  depressed  state  during  the  early  jiart 
of  1915  and,  notwithstanding  extensive  Government  aid  through  the 
establishment  of  the  Imperial  Eaw  Silk  Co.  and  the  boom  in  juices 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  exports  of  the  staple  from  Japan  showed, 
as  compared  with  1914,  a  decrease  in  value  of  $4,868,790. 

The  tea  trade  has  given  satisfactory  results,  there  being  an  in- 
crease of  exports  compared  with  the  previous  year  to  the  value  of 
$1,341,981.  Nearly  all  of  Japan's  sales  of  this  article  are  in  the 
United  States  and  Canadian  markets. 

In  consequence  of  the  rice  crops  of  1914  and  1915  being  above  the 
average,  prices  fell  to  low  quotations,  notwithstanding  extensive 
purchases  made  by  the  Government,  and  the  Jajianese  farmers  have 
suffered  greatly. 
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Owing  to  the  abnormal  rise  in  freights  and  to  the  increased  output 
of  Japanses  Avells,  the  market  liere  for  American  kerosene  oil  has 
been  serioush'  affected.     In  many  parts  of  the  country  oil  lamps  are 
being  abandoned  for  the  cheaper  electric  light. 
Foreign  Trade  of  Japan. 

According  to  preliminary  figures,  the  imports  of  merchandise  into 
Japan  during  191.5  were  valued  at  $*2G5,1G0,0G9,  a  decrease  of 
$31,510,322  compared  with  1914.  The  exports  of  merchandise  from 
the  country  were  valued  at  $352,730,884,  an  increase  of  $58,308,356 
over  1914. ' 

The  increase  in  the  export  trade  appears  principally  under  the 
heads  of  metals  and  metal  manufactures,  from  $35,100,000  to 
$72,000,000;  copper  alone  increased  from  $13,500,000  to  over  $22,- 
000,000,  going  mostly  to  Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  and 
France.  Of  nuuiitions  and  war  supplies  there  has  been  a  large  out- 
put. Other  articles  showing  large  increases  in  export  are,  in  order 
of  importance,  silk  tissues,  rice,  pottery,  tea,  and  camphor. 

Changes  in  Export  Trade  by  Countries. 

As  to  countries  of  destination,  the  most  prominent  increases  in 
exports  Averc  as  follows  in  round  numbers:  Great  Britain,  $10,400,000 
to  $34,100,000;  Asiatic  Russia,  $5,100,000  to  $38,900,000;  France, 
$15,500,000  to  $21,000,000;  British  India,  $12,900,000  to  $21,000,000; 
Australia,  $5,400,000  to  $9,000,000;  United  _  States,  $97,800,000  to 
$101,000,000.  Decreases  appear  as  follows  in  exports:  To  China, 
$80,800,000  to  $70,200,000;  Hongkong,  $16,500,000  to  $13,600,000; 
Germanv,  $4,900,000  to  $2;  Belgium,  $1,100,000  to  nothing;  Italy 
$5,500,000  to  $1,500,000;  Austria-Hungary,  $271,000  to  nothing; 
Netherlands,  $264,000  to  $20,000;  Egypt,  $907,000  to  $490,000. 

These  decreases  of  exports  are  noticeable  under  the  heads  of  dried 
cuttle  fish,  refined  sugar,  sake,  coal,  wood,  fish  and  whale  oils,  raw 
silk,  hats  and  caps,  umbrellas,  and  lacquered  ware. 
Comparative  Figures  of  the  Trade  by  Countries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  from  and  ex- 
ports to  each  country  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Countiie!!. 


North  America: 

United  States 

British  America 

Mexico 

Asia: 

China 

Kwangtung  I'rovinco 

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements. . 

T)utc)i  India 

l'"rencli  Indo -China. . 

Asiatic  Itussia 

Philippines 

Siam 

Kurope: 

(ireat  Britain 

Franco 

<iermany 

Hclgium 

Ilaly 

Switzerland 


Exports  to. 


.876,  "(26 
. -IS?.  074 
114,997 

Sf)l).  720 
090. G53 
571.977 
972.072 
54G.GJS 
72S,  6S4 
400.  16t 
l.S5,74" 
.371 ,  016 
280,419 

47(1.961 
.'i)2,2m 
9ol,122 
1 7(5,011 
.5211.25.1 
2),ol0 


«101,6fi2,63S 

3,497.986 

6. 702 

70.279,048 

11,05.1,999 

13,615.870 

21,010,825 

6, 291,. 132 

4,202,117 

3 17,  .398 

38.992,991 

3,870.193 

387,314 

34,110,017 

21.062,030 

2 


1.499,811 
22,095 


Imports  from. 


1914 


848,191,996 

534,. 365 

74,219 

29,a36,ZS0 

15,575,9.15 

436,2,19 

79,811.581 

2,037,184 
10,968,421 

7,496,001 
510. 796 

3,679.956 

2, 078, 583 

45.966,549 

2, 1 76,  ,866 

22,371,158 

3,213,786 

374,999 

770,824 


1915 


S51,062,071 

529,378 

3,418 

42,752,172 
13,8.13,908 
793, 868 
73,497,484 
2,667,174 
.8,123,505 
1,836,295 
1,77.1,117 
3, 639. 657 
1,398,272 

28,926,015 

1,937,710 

2,947,893 

185,302 

148,994 

7.53,260 
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Europe — Continued. 

Austria-llimgary , 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

Norway 

Russia 

Spain 

Denmark 

Turkey 

South  America: 

Peru 

Chile 

Argentina 

Africa: 

Eg^-pt 

Cape  Colony  and  Natal. 

Other  Africa 

Australia 

Hawaii 

Other  countries 

Temporary  warehouse 


Total 294,368,528 


Exports  to. 


1914 


$271,308 

264,585 

19,016 

3,941 

979,965 

170, 5S0 

184, 166 

97,089 

68, 654 
31,795 
153,672 

907,663 
245, 289 


5,412,560 

2,436,121 

923,418 


1915 


$20,931 

69, 196 

583 

5,597,134 

174,065 

225,526 

1,092 

67, 130 

84,840 

562,083 

490,459 
498,018 
106,614 
9,012,954 
3,035,368 
867, 323 


352,736,884 


Imports  from. 


$949,233 

309,411 

2,430,957 

379, 400 

19,875 

92, 729 

36,219 

9,;«3 

125 

1,298,450 

9,024 

3, 400, 835 
13 


7,261,088 

17,102 

3,569,460 

1,557,359 


296,676,391 


$35,088 

13S,  553 

3,137,106 

610, 126 

302,408 

96,831 

82,221 

46, 667 

10,955 

1,493,337 

15 

3,055,508 

9 

12,956 

14,228,590 

21,541 

2,661,848 

2,394,827 


265,160,069 


Decrease  in  Tonnage  Engaged  in  Foreign  Trade. 

The  tonnage  entered  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  of 
Japan  during  1915  is  given  as  19,034,782,  showing  a  decrease,  as  com- 
pared with  1914,  of  3,996,857  tons.  This  decrease  has  been  accom- 
panied by  an  increased  demand,  beyond  any  previous  year,  for  cargo 
space,  and  by  steadily  and  heavily  increasing  freight  rates  and  insur- 
ance premiums. 

Countries  of  Origin  of  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  articles  and  their  total 
value  imported  into  Japan  during  1915  and  the  amounts  from  the 
principal  countries  of  origin: 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Aniline  dyes 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Switzerland 

other  countries... 
Beans  and  peas 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

British  India 

other  countries . . . 
Cotton,  raw 

China 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India . . . 

French  Indo-Lhina 

Siam 

United  States 

Egypt 

Other  countries... 

Cotton   satins   and 

Italians 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Other  countries... 

Cotton  shirtings  and 

prints 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

Other  countries... 


Value. 


$1,408,0% 

8,680 

1,142,588 

45, 893 

210, 935 

4,626,370 

2, 688, 503 

1, 643, 182 

32,831 

261, 854 

108,223,399 

7,637,836 

69. 572, 852 

56, 072 

62,096 

247,603 

41, 728 

27,715,554 

2,889,411 

247 

957,461 
944,376 

8,187 
4,898 

582, 633 

538,352 

39, 606 

4,675 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Flax,  hemp ,  China 
grass,  ramie,  etc. 

China 

British  India 

Philippines 

Other  countries... 

Iron  (bar,  rod,  plate, 
sheet,  band,  etc). 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

Belgium 

Austria-Hungary. 

Netherlands 

Sweden 

United  States 

Other  coimtries . . . 

Iron  (lump,  ingot, 
bloom,  billet 
and  slab) 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

British  India 

Great  Britain 

Sweden 

Other  countries... 
Iron  nails 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

Other  countries... 


Value. 


$4,194,654  I 

1, 059, 676 

637,666 

2,489,686 

7,626 

9,857,111 

5,383,336 

145, 673 

34, 922 

186 

9,794 

63, 334 

4,025,092 

194, 774 


3,959,088 
1,439,126 

32,044 
614, 184 
1,270,216 
349,945 
253, 573 
267,856 

19, 746 
204,241 

44, 299 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Iron  pipes  and  tubes. 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Kerosene  oil 

Dutch  India 

United  States 

Other  countries... 

Lead    ingots    and 

slabs 

.\ustralia 

Other  countries... 
Leather 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Great  Britain 

United  States [ 

Other  coimtries... 

Locomotive  engines 

and   rolling 

stock 

Great  Britain 

Germany 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Machinery   and  en- 
gines   

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 


Value. 


8687,313 

127,565 

2,926 

533,337 

23, 485 

4,214,910 

880,587 

3,334,312 

11 

1,449,201 

1,101,827 

347,374 

950,025 

407, 478 

4,678 

137,:350 

380, 538 

19, 981 


422,023 
120,769 
94,229 
207,013 
12 

4, 400,. 345 

2.511,420 

52,902 

IXi.  425 
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Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Macliinory  and  en- 
Rines— Contd. 

Switzerland 

Sweden 

T'nitcd  .States 

Other  countries., 
oil-oake 

Cliina 

Kwanylun.?  Prov- 
ince  

llritish  India 

.\ sialic  Russia. . . 

(Jllior  countries.. 
Paper 

Orcat  Britain 

P'rance 

(icrmanv 

Anstria-Hiingary 

Sweden 

Norway 

United"  States 

Other  count rie,s.. 

Pliosphoritc 

Pulp  for  paper 
making 

(ireat  Britain 

iJermany 

Sweden 

Norway 

Denmark 

United  States 

Other  countries.. 


Value. 


.?2.J,:«)() 

17,991,299 
5,794,029 

8,964,740 

254,763 

852, 812 

2,124,955 

1,507,772 

791,552 

8,953 

27,343 

5,516 

321,318 

92, 456 

217,045 

43,589 

1,G94,4S6 

2, 975, 469 

164, 243 

33, 867 

1,822,381 

476,095 

20,967 

106,343 

351, 597 


Articles  and  coun- 
trics  of  origin. 


Rails 

fJrcat  Britain 

Germany 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Rice 

China 

Kwangtting  Prov- 
ince  

British  India 

French  Indo-China 

Siam 

Other  countries... 
Rubber  and  gutta- 
percha, crude. .. 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

(ireat  liritain 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Sugar 

China 

Hongkong 

Dutc-h  India 

Philippines 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Sulphate  of  am- 
monia, crude  . . . 

Great  Britain 

Other  countries... 


Value. 


$300, 484 

7,589 

20, 632 

271,907 

356 

2,433,290 

84,698 


322,641 

714,240 

1,276,380 

35,330 

1,708,933 

468,447 

860, 1.39 

112,6;W 

196,078 

58,58» 

1.3,055 

7,372,937 

29, 158 

227, 159 

0.179,  .543 

918,592 

3, 1.53 

15,332 

1,464,-344 

1,326.496 

137, 8t8 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  origin. 


Wheat.. 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

T'nited  States 

Australia 

Other  countries... 
Wheat  flour 

United  States 

British  America.. 

Other  coimtries... 
Wool 

China 

Kwangtung  I'rov- 
ince 

Great  Britain 

Australia 

Other  countries.. . 
Woolen  yarns 

(Jreat  Britain 

Germany 

Other  countries... 

Woolen  cloths  and 

serge-s 

Great  Britain 

France 

Germany 

Belgium 

AustrLi-Ilungary 

Netherlands". 

Other  countries.. 


Value. 


$816,354 
47*,  524 

183,787 

111,438 

46,591 

14 

96,805 

86,757 

6,334 

3,714 

15,230,956 

2,268,049 

33,469 

692,531 

11,941,358 

295,  .549 

19.8,874 

147,338 

51,104 

432 

1,587,306 
1.447,870 
9,575 
58, 826 
11,183 
2,710 
24,073 
.33,069 


Exports  and  Countries  of  Destination. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  value  of  the  principal  exports 
from  Japan  during  lOlo.  and  the  amount  to  the  principal  countries 
of  destination : 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  destination. 


Buttons 

China 

Kwantung    Prov- 
ince  

British  India 

Great  Britain 

France 

Spain 

United  States 

British  .Vmerica. . 

Argentina 

Australia 

Other  couatries... 

►Camphor 

'     British  India 

Great  Britain 

France 

United  States 

Australia 

Other  countries... 
Coal 

China 

Kwangtung  Pirov- 
ince 

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

French    1  n  d  o- 
(Miina 

Asiatic  Russia... 

Philippines 

United  States 

Hawaii 

Other  countries. . 


Value. 


81,996,177 
94,295 

14,217 

.332,900 

755,011' 

(i8, 296 

30,  .505 

234,484 

40,8ti3 

8,485 

176,192 

234, 923 

1,730,7.57 

024,839 

141,3.53 

233,990 

443,4.39 

77,547 

209,589 

9,579,889 

2,913,003 

13,373 

2,2.32,836 
138,025 

1,627,911 
740,850 

95,  .387 

314,279 

1,045,028 

31,420 
380,  (r33 

35,138 


Articles  and  conn- 
tries  of  destination. 


Copper:  Ingot  and 
slab 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Ilonpkong 

British  India 

Great  Britain 

France 

United  States 

Other  countries. . . 
Cotton  tissues 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Asiatic  Russia 

Philippines 

Siam 

(Jreat  Britain 

United  States 

.\ustralia 

Hawaii 

Other  countries... 
Cotton  towels 

(^hina 

Kwangtung  l^rov- 
ince 

Hongkong 

British  India 

Strails  Settlements 

l>iitch  Indi;». .. 


Value. 


$22,043,022 
505,369 

02, 720 

31,304 

424,078 

4,513,809 

1,429,104 

2,680,585 

12,396,587 

19,178,089 

13,611,177 

1,582,475 

454,825 

1,844,331 

108,478 

213,030 

450,860 

123, 487 

33,853 

96,204 

155, 309 

264, 840 

90,051 

89, 109 

1,018,  .5.58 

241,881 

20,027 
206,474 
174,791 
71,161 
71,102 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  destination. 


Cotton  towels — Con. 

Philippines 

Australia 

Other  countries  . . . 
Cotton  tal)lecloths  .. 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

British  America. . 

Australia 

Other  countries... 

Cotton   undershirts 

and  drawers 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Philippines 

Great  Britain 

Australia 

Egypt 

Capo  Colony  and 
Natal 

Other  countries... 
Cotton  yarns 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

Philippmes 

Other  countries... 


Value. 


$41,115 
142,380 
48,907 
960,396 
108,634 
056, 182 
24,719 
78,374 
32, 487 

5,337,327 
406,643 

111,699 
372,046 

1,457,561 
135,040 
270,123 
549,363 

1.513,621 
184,722 
82,769 

124,602 

129,238 

32,973,081 

27,640,601 

823,377 

3,966,2&1 

201,808 

324,171 

16,843 


JAPAN. 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  destination. 

Value. 

Crab  meat  in  tins... 
(ircat  Britain 

»786,232 

218,119 

47, 8.38 

United  States 

British  America.. 

474,383 
1,834 

2(),  205 

10, 760 

Other  countries... 
Cuttle-fish,  dried.... 

7,093 

1,334,261 

311,394 

Kwangtung  Prov- 

3, 445 

Ilonpkong 

Straits  Settlements 

Other  countries... 

Fish  and  whale  oil . . 

(ireat  Britain 

869,596 
113,581 
36,245 
1,113,616 
818,948 
116,255 

116, 152 

Other  countries... 
1  fats,  caps,  and  I)on- 

62,261 
1,647,626 

China           

124, 773 

Kwangtung  Prov- 

37,710 

ITongkong 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Oreat  Britain 

41,056 
17,688 
45,895 
63,. 537 
1,632 

United  States 

989,092 
259,975 

Other  countries... 
Isinglass,  vegetalile . 
China 

66, 268 
849, 620 
138  840 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince   

16, 193 

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Great  Britain 

S2,969 
16,587 
24,587 
144,186 
157,795 
92, 721 

United  States 

Other  countries... 

Lacquered  ware 

Chma 

82,798 

92, 944 

281,801 

10,625 

Kwangtung  Prov- 

11,119 

Ilongkong 

British  India 

Strait?  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Great  Britain 

France 

7,957 
19,369 
10,267 
13,048 
49,236 
16.776 

Italy 

5.837 

United  States. 

77,362 
1,539 

Australia 

10,921 

Other  countries .. . 
Matches 

47, 745 
7,329,110 
1,867,077 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

273,689 

1,311,991 

2,736,078 

349,958 

270,600 

45,450 

474,267 

1,13.5,844 

57,942 

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Philippines 

Other  countries . . . 

Mats  and  mattings. . 

China  

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

11,984 

Straits  Settlements 

Great  Britain 

United  States 

British  America... 
Australia 

34,638 
131,972 
656,172 
48,878 
50,391 

Hawaii 

•20, 471 

Other  countries... 

123.396 

Article.s  and  coun- 
tries of  destination. 


Menthol  crystals 

British  India 

(Ireat  Britain 

France 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Porcelain 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

French  Indo-China 

Great  Britain 

France 

Netherlands 

United  States 

British  America... 

Australia 

Hawaii 

Cape  Colony  and 
Natal 

Other  countries... 
Plaits  for  hats 

I'hilipiiines 

Great  Britain 

France 

Italy 

United  States 

Australia 

Other  countries.. . 
Rice 

China 

KwangtungProv- 
ince 

Asiatic  Russia 

(^■reat  Britain 

United  States 

British  America. . 

-Vustralia 

Hawaii 

Other  countries. .. 
Sake 

China 

ICwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

United  States 

British  America. . 

Hawaii 

Other  countries... 
Seaweed  

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

Other  countries... 
Silk,  raw 

Great  Britain 

France 

Italy 

Russia 

United  States 

Other  cotmtries.. . 

Silk     tissues,     ha- 

butae 

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India... 

Philippines 

Riam 

Great  Britain.. 

France 

Italy 

Spain 

United  States.. 

British  America. . 

.\usfralia 

Kgypt 

Other  countries 


Value. 


? 898, 947 

77,695 

169,841 

11.5,070 

466, 265 

70,076 

3,462,571 

237, 491 

82, 052 
147,833 
256, 435 
264,541 
127,285 

16,122 
323,216 

27,515 

1,901 

1,449,252 

122,616 

204,910 

50,419 

8. 677 

142,306 

7,037,495 

24,386 

2,597,215 

676,. 839 

37. 457 

3,511,896 

103,085 

86,617 

4,819,131 

13, 801 

48,332 

23,815 

1,240,533 

1,. 39.5, 942 

438, 369 

68, 473 

1,170,676 

419, 190 

884,206 

243,053 

368,811 
1.56,824 
37,637 
60,068 
17, 813 
971,, 579 
914,548 

34, 166 

10,095 

12, 770 

75,711,198 

401,013 

10, 159,  .'552 

105, 098 

1,. 579, 5.32 

63,419,8.59 

46, 144 

19,  201,  ."83 

38,014 

2, 692, 126 

112,365 

112,675 

28, 712 

23,343 

.5,a30,713 

3, 262, 252 

229, 467 

12,775 

4, 169, 242 

622,343 

2,21().340 

.so,  712 

270, 498 


Articles  and  coun- 
tries of  destination. 


Silk  handkerchiefs.. 

British  India 

Philippines 

Great  Britain 

France 

Italy 

United  States 

British  .\merica. . 

Me.xico 

.\rgentina 

.\ustralia 

Eg>T)t 

Cape  Colony  and 
Natal ". 

Other  countries.. . 
Silk,  waste 

British  India 

Great  Britain 

France 

Italy 

United  States 

Other  countries... 
Sugar,  refined 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Other  countries.. . 
Sulphur 

China 

Kwangtimg  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

United  States 

British  .Vmerica. . 

Australia 

Hawaii 

Other  countries... 
Tea 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Straits  Settlements 

United  States. . . . 

British  America.. 

Hawaii 

Other  countries.. 
Toys 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Philippines 

Great  IBritain 

France 

United  States 

British  .\merica... 

Australia 

Other  coimtries... 
Umbrellas  and  par- 
asols, European. 

China 

Kwangtimg  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

British  India 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  India 

Other  countries.. 
Wood 

China 

Kwangtung  Prov- 
ince  

Hongkong 

Great  Britain 

France 

United  States 

.Vustralia 

Other  coimtries.. 


Value. 


$1,360 

943 

38 

977 

48 

945 

380 

809 

10 

475 

29 

32(J 

324 

429 

30 

165 

1 

376 

199 

.578 

64 

327 

.53 

787 

73 

330 

99 

41-9 

2,963 

860 

7 

030 

340 

231 

1,304 

181 

549 

301 

735 

451 

27 

666 

5, 878 

28.5 

4,273 

775 

759 

147 

845 

363 

1,238 

842 

15 

763 

1 

300 

8 

589 

88 

161 

481 

590 

83 

651 

432 

640 

18 

898 

108 

2.50 

7,070 

207 

.30 

825 

22 

998 

24 

781 

6,566 

536 

876 

369 

29 

2.51 

119 

447 

2,257 

67(i 

101 

768 

21 

635 

.39 

(Ki2 

254 

310 

27 

937 

40 

479 

39 

003 

795 

131 

7 

261 

548 

153 

48 

0S(> 

259 

495 

08 

810 

759 

979 

562 

990 

10 

527 

27 

681 

37 

833 

9 

386 

65 

912 

25 

644 

4,028 

997 

1,227 

243 

354 

226 

.39 

221 

257 

604 

13 

904 

.381 

14:5 

230 

348 

1,525 

248 

SUPPLEMENT    TO    COMMERCE    REPORTS. 


Trade  in  Bullion  and  Specie. 

The  exports  of  specie  and  bullion,  compared  with  1914,  show  an 
increase  from  $14,7G5,G68  to  $22,193,880.  Of  the  latter  amount, 
$19,683,450  went  to  the  United  States.  Imports  of  specie  and  bullion 
increased  from  $4,535,32(5  to  $12,099,G6G.  Of  the  latter  amount, 
$7,292,961  came  from  British  India,  as  against  none  from  that 
country  in  1914. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  specie  and  bullion  from 
and  the  imports  into  Japan,  by  countries,  during  1914  and  1915 : 


Countries. 

Exports  to. 

Import 

s  from. 

1914 

1915 

1914 

1915 

$1, 415, 444 

133,514 

3,916,860 

SI,  680, 950 

$4,366,711 

61,061 

2,988 

$3,540,724 

66,673 

1  050 

Hongkong 

610,706 
213,682 

7,292,961 

32,989 

4,136 

100,098 

1,408 

1,210,140 

7,979,578 

Great  Britain     

972  395 

Gerraanv 

14,940 
52,946 

United  States 

19, 683, 450 

218,789 
2  938 

Other  countries          

8,626 

5,092 

3,691 

Total 

14, 765, 668 

22, 193, 880 

4,635,326 

12, 099, 666 

Trade  with  the  United  States. 

The  value  of  exports  from  Japan  to  the  United  States  during  1915^ 
as  shown  by  customs  returns,  was  $101,662,638,  an  increase  of 
$3,786,212,  compared  with  1914.  The  value  of  such  exports,  how- 
ever, as  shown  by  declarations  by  consular  invoices,  shows  a  still 
larger  trade.  This  discrepancy  is  doubtless  due  to  the  method 
adopted  by  the  customs  authorities  in  receiving  declarations  of 
values  minus  charges. 

The  following  table  shows  the  articles  and  their  value  invoiced  at 
the  American  consular  offices  at  Japan  (excluding  TaiAvan  and  Da- 
rien)  for  the  United  States  and  possessions  during  the  past  two  j'^ears: 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES. 


Agar  agar 

Bamboo  and  manufactures 
of 

Beans  and  peas 

Books  and  periodicals 

Braids:  Hemp,  chip,  and 
straw 

Brushes  and  featlier  dust- 
ers   

Buttons,  of  shell 

Camphor  and  camphor  oil. 

Charcoal,  coal,  and  coke... 

Chillies 

Copper:  Ingots  and  slabs.. 

Cotton  manufactures 

Fans 

Feathers 

Furniture:  Screens,  wood 
carvings,  etc 

Glass  manufactures 

Gold  bullion 

Graphite 

Gut  strings 

Hats,  bonnets,  etc . 

Hides,  furs,  and  skins 


1914 


$98,907 

582,  .593 
396,674 
45, 755 

3, 586, CIG 

766. 176 

183; 543 

.388,404 

l.')6,713 

IS,  637 

1,140,918 

l,083,3r).^. 

43, 794 

3, 705 

129,299 

5,  .126 

2,913,300 

.37, 3,S11 

02, 201 

1,332,099 

31,129 


1915 


$83,360 

442, 257 
693, 192 
30, 242 

3,380,705 

637, 055 

290.191 

4.55.213 

11,887 

.52,  OH 

3,147,339 

1,897,059 

39, 343 

2,010 

205,473 
20. 970 

.547, 800 

S,  ,503 

91,S.<? 

984,590 
35,447 


Articles. 


TO  UNITED  STATES— COntd. 


Indigo  paste 

Iron,  pig 

Tvory  manufactures 

Maize 

Manganese 

Mats  and  mattings 

Matches 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Menthol  crystal 

Metal  and  manufactures  of, 
including  antimony, 
brass,  bronze,  etc 

Millet 

Mineral  water 

Mu.shrooms 

Oil,  vegetable 

Oranges 

Taper,  and  manufactures  of 

I'eanuts 

Peppermint  oil 

Personal  and  household 
goods 

Plants  and  bnll)s,  etc 

I'orC'3lain  and  earthen  ware 

Provisions 


1914 


$12, 197 

5,783 

412, 520 

1,073 

1,107,207 

32, 004 

10, 735 

282, 312 


828,053 

21,901 

1,003 

69,052 

1.53,328 

24,825 

340,534 

371,701 

6,065 

38, 027 

304,371 

1,249,510 

l,a39,3S2 


1915 


$300,393 
1,146 
7,248 
886, 521 
21,318 
825, 014 
173, 823 
01,568 
407,028 


1,807,625 

567, 621 

5,440 

29,540 

678,480 

8.301 

260,673 

354,801 

23,421 

45,824 

219, 100 

1,017,770 

985.549 


JAPAN. 


Articles. 


TO  VNnED  STATES — contd. 

Kagrug 

Rice 

Sake 

Silk:  Kaw  and  waste 

Silk  manufactures 

Slioyu  (soy) 

Sulphur 

Superphosphate 

Tea 

Timber  and  lumber 

Toys 

Wax,  vegetable 

Works  of  art 

Umbrella  handles 

All  other  articles 

Charges 

Total 

TO  PHILirPINZ  ISLANDS. 

Aciils:  Muriatic,  nitric,  and 
sulphuric 

Bamboo  and  manufactures 
of 

Beans  and  pe^is 

Books  and  periodicals 

Braids:  Hemp,  chip,  and 
straw 

Brushes  and  feather  dusters 

Buttons,  of  shell 

Camphor  and  camphor  oil.. 

Cement 

Coal  and  coke 

Cotton  manufactures 

Fans 

Glass  manufactures 

Lamps  and  parts  of 

Leather  manufactures 

Mats  and  mattings 

Matches 

Metal  and  manufactures 
of,  including  antimony, 
brass,  bronze,  etc ". . . 

Mineral  water 

Paper  and  manufactures  of. 

Porcelain  and  eartlienware. 

Provisions 

Rice ; 


I<il4 


104,08C),640 


4,372 

8,433 
.5,  .367 
C,178 

22, 397 

4,8:32 

20,328 

1,418 

113,680 

1,255,799 

1,172,4.35 

12,363 

99,981 

18,686 

37, 322 

1,260 

32. 99S 


.->,  2,S4 
21,014 
10.221 
13;  6.52 
48, 7.56 

1,023 


1915 


$45, 807 
l,lS8,r).34 

100,972 
63,984,081 
5,249,237 

141,589 

483, 850 


0,000,756 
169,211 
419,508 
177,736 
225,090 
25,005 
2, 038, 749 
5,471,319 


108, 193, 088 


7,091 

3,261 
12,403 
6,708 

21, 508 

10,004 

9,663 

4,352 

191,818 

1,331,348 

1,269,793 

20, 286 

121,084 

13, 099 

37, 233 

3, 484 

49, 902 


49,302 
11,205 
20,208 
48;  208 
42, 783 
7,759 


Articles. 


TO    rniLIPPlNE     ISLANDS— 

continued. 

Silk  manufactures 

Toys 

Urabrella  handles 

Vegetables     (fresh)     and 

fruits 

Wax,  vegetable 

All  other  articles 

Charges 

Total 

TO  HAWAn. 

Bamboo,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Beans  and  peas 

Books  and  periodicals 

Coal 

Cotton  manufactures 

Furniture:  Screens,  wood 
carvings,  etc 

Hats,  bonnets,  etc , 

Iron,  pig 

Mats  and  mattings 

Matches 

Medicines  and  drugs 

Metal  and  manufactures 
of,  including  antimony, 
brass,  bronze,  etc " . 

Mushrooms 

Oil,  vegetable 

Paper,  and  manufactures 
of 

Peanuts 

Porcelam  and  earthenvvare 

Provisions 

Rice 

Sake 

Silk  manufactures 

Shoyn  Tsoy) 

Sulphur 

Tea 

Toys 

All  other  articles 

Charges 

Total 


1914 


$121,  ,841 
15, 915 
7,084 

183,5.54 
74,6.38 
98, 272 

276, 245 


3,700,882 


14,116 
19,935 
11,949 
4.5,288 
91,561 

0,096 

9,778 

227 

14,174 
6  752 

18, 758 


4  416 
9, 152 
3,746 

11,, 525 

8,216 

9,699 

458, 763 

961,, 823 

30,680 

51,860 

91,445 

24,670 

20,521 

8,604 

270, 426 

333, 730 


2,519,922 


1915 


$127, 1362 
31,607 
9,600 

240, 257 

0,772 

313, 487 

389,817 


4,411,410 


6,500 

61,540 

20,051 

575,645 

191, 170 

1.3,847 
19,034 

0,592 
20,682 

6,511 
26,693 


6,393 
8,018 
8,  G30 

17,035 

7,235 

10, 185 

427, 189 

1,095,918 

32,089 

88, 715 

114,850 

14,083 

36, 547 

7,709 

274,561 

494,810 

3,700,101 


Review  of  the  Export  Trade  to  United  States  and  Possessions. 

The  most  noteworthy  increase  occurred  in  C()]:)per,  nearly  three 
times  as  much  being  exported  to  the  United  States  in  1915  as  in  1914. 
Other  items,  snch  as  maize,  millet,  rice,  tea,  beans,  and  peas  show 
more  or  less  marked  increases.  An  increase  in  the  exports  of  matches 
was  no  doubt  due  to  the  failure  of  some  of  the  usual  sources  of 
supply,  notably  Sweden,  to  supply  the  demand.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  increase  in  the  exports  of  manufactures  of  metal,  which  repre- 
sents much  that  the  Ignited  States  has  had  to  obtain  from  Japan 
instead  of  (Terinany  in  the  way  of  small,  cheap  metal  articles. 

A  noteworthy  decrease  occurred  in  the  exjiorts  of  gold  bullion. 
The  decline  in  the  export  of  silk  was  due  to  the  effect  of  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  on  the  market.  At  present  silk  is  being  exported,  at  en- 
hanced prices,  in  quantities  nearly  equal  to  those  in  normal  times. 

The  total  exports  to  the  Hawaiian  Lslands  were  valued  at  $3,700,104, 
an  increase  of  $1,150,182  over  the  preceding  year.  Tlieie  were  in- 
creases in  the  exports  of  beans  and  peas,  coal,  and  cotton  and  silk 
manufactures  to  IlaAvaii. 
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Exports  to  the  Philippine  Islands  amounted  to  $4,411,410,  an  in- 
crease of  $710,528  over  the  figures  of  the  year  before.  Increases 
occurred  in  the  exports  of  coal  and  coke,  beans  and  peas,  fresh 
vegetables  and  fruits,  and  in  metal,. cotton,  and  gilk  manufactures  to 
the  Philippines.  The  principal  decreases  were  in  vegetable  v^^ax, 
mineral  water,  and  provisions. 

The  value  of  returned  American  goods  amounted  to  $78,304,  an 
increase  of  $8,030  over  1914,  due  principally  to  the  item  of  $23,950 
for  returned  chloride  of  potash.  The  items  of  cylinders,  drums  and 
cases,  and  machinery,  tools,  meters,  etc.,  show  decreases. 

Details  of  imports  from  the  United  States  into  Japan  are  not  yet 
available. 
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